


[Date] 

[Patient name]
[Patient address]

Dear Landlord:

[Patient name] is a [age] patient who lives at the above address in a building you manage. It has come to my attention that [patient name’s] apartment is [choose: overcrowding, roaches, rodents, utilities, mold, lead]. Exposure to environmental hazards such as [insert chosen problem] puts my patient at risk for serious health conditions, and this could potentially lead to hospitalizations and absences from [school/work], which can be detrimental to health, development, and well-being. 

Option 1: Generalized 
By law, your tenant is entitled to safe and habitable housing, and having [such problem] imposes on [patient’s name] rights as a tenant. Therefore, it is imperative that this problem is remedied in a prompt manner. Under [R.I. Gen. Laws §34-18-46], they will not be subject to retaliation for requesting that you correct the noted conditions. I have also told my patient’s family to allow you 4 weeks to resolve [insert problem], and if it is not resolved to call 211 or to obtain the services of an attorney to assist them.

Option 2: Serious 
By law, landlords are required to maintain premises in safe and habitable conditions. See R.I. Gen. Laws §34-18-22. It is imperative that [insert problem] is corrected. As your tenant, [patient’s name] has certain rights and remedies available under R.I. Gen. Laws §34-18-31. Under [R.I. Gen. Laws §34-18-46], they will not be subject to retaliation for requesting that you correct the noted conditions.  I have also told my patient’s family to allow you 4 weeks to resolve such issue, and if it is not resolved to call 211 or to obtain the services of an attorney to assist them.


For the health and safety of [patient name] and other tenants in your building, I respectfully request that you immediately remedy this problem. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me.


Sincerely, 




[Provider Name/Credentials]
[Clinic Name]
[Clinic Address]
[Clinic Phone Number]

CC: [PATIENT]


